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THE CASE AGAINST CHRISTIAN SCIENCE. 

BY W. A. PUKKINGTON. 



In the March number of the Nokth Ameeican Review, it 
was essayed in the article, "Christian Science and its Legal As- 
pects," to state clearly, as far as that is possible, the teachings of 
Mrs. Eddy; using, in order to be scrupulously fair, her own words, 
and referring each citation to its page in her text book, "Science 
and Health, with Key to the Scriptures." 

It was there said: "Publicity will destroy the cult far more 
quickly than legislation." In that belief it is proposed here, with 
equal fairness, by quotations from her books, "Miscellaneous 
Writings" and "Retrospection and Introspection," the latter be- 
ing autobiographical in character, to show something of the life, 
pretensions, methods and literary output of this remarkable wo- 
man, leaving the reader to judge from her own words whether she 
is, as her partisans assert, learned, modest, truthful and generous, 
or, as her adversaries declare, ignorant, irreverent, boastful, and 
greedy. We assume that candid, intelligent persons, interested in 
her teachings and alleged marvellous cures, are willing to learn the 
truth and try the teacher upon her utterances in the forum of 
common sense. If Mrs. Eddy did nothing more than teach a 
philosophic or religious theory we should waste no time in aca- 
demic discussion of it. But she teaches a practice that daily puts 
the lives of adults and, more horrible still, of little children at the 
mercy of persons ignorant both of medical and mental science. 

Some of her quondam friends and disciples have published 
matter denouncing Mrs. Eddy and attributing her-theories and her 
cure of a severe illness to a Mr. P. P. Quimby,* deceased, whom 

*See two articles in the Arena for May, 1899, by Horatio W. Dresser and 
Josephine C. Richardson. 
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she disparages as "an uneducated man." To our apprehension, a 
fair representation of the woman and her works will be more 
profitable than heated controversy or labored argument. We con- 
cede to her, for what it is worth, the discovery of Christian Science, 
and ask no more than that the reader, friendly or hostile, ex- 
amine judicially these gleanings from her works and form his 
own conclusions. 

It has been said that the best corrective of judgment is the 
sense of humor, the faculty of appreciating one's own absurdities. 
Mrs. Eddy and her disciples take themselves very seriously. But 
that Mrs. Eddy considers the rival system of Faith Cure ridiculous, 
appears from this merry jest of hers: 

"When looking deeply into the effects of faith based on corporeal 
personality instead of the Divine Principle, the following colloquy is 
suggested: 

" 'Have you ever tried the faith-cure?' asked a solemn looking 
stranger of a gentleman in the street-car. 'I have,' was the answer. 
'Do you believe in it?' 'I do.' 'May I ask of what you were cured?' 
Certainly ; I was cured of my faith.' "* 

Thus, by example, she invites a display of her own drolleries. 

Who, then, and what is Mrs. Mary Moss Baker Glover Patter- 
son Eddy, who in 1866, threw light upon the Gospels for lack of 
which saints, sages and poets, stumbling in darkness through the 
ages, have failed to apprehend the Saviour's teaching; who has 
written a book the mere reading of which cures cancer; to whom 
churches are built wherein is read the Lord's Prayer expanded and 
improved by her interpolations? 

One of her foremost apostles, Mr. Carol Norton, a young gen- 
tleman belonging to "The International Board of Lectureship of 
the Mother Church of Christian Science in Boston, Mass.," in a 
lecture copyrighted in 1898,' f presumably with her approval, thus 
describes her — he uses the past tense, but the lady still lives as 
mortal mind understands the term: 

"A quiet dignity and a divine perseverance were her conspicuous 
characteristics. Her life motives were essentially unselfish, philan- 
thropic and idealistic. As a student she was penetrating, inquiring, 
progressive. Perhaps her strongest point was that she always worked 
in a direct line. One of her most marked characteristics was that, if 
she had worked mentally in a wrong direction, she could turn about 
u>ith intelligent ease. . . -. While from the human standpoint she 
inherited the refinement that goes with culture of family and moral 

""Retrospection ami Introspection," p. 68. 
t Printed in the Troy Record, February 28, 1899. 
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rectitude, yet there was a marked degree of spiritual grace, delicacy 
and elegance which comes not from human ancestry, neither from 
communion with nature. It was the exquisite coloring of the touch of 
the hands of divine Mind which opens the petals of thought, as it does 
of the opening rose, and evolves a symmetry of disposition, tempera- 
ment and poise which is at once recognized as of Divine not human 
origin. . . . She spent no time in intellectual drifting. Intuition and 
logic she united in her mental processes of reasoning. . . . Adher- 
ence to the impersonal and scientific deductions of the philosophical teach- 
ings of Mary Baker Eddy represents nothing different from the loyalty of 
a mathematician to the unchanging rule of mathematics.'' 

The italics are ours. If the description seems perfervid, it 
should be remembered that Mrs. Eddy calls herself and is called 
by her disciples "Mother,"* and Mr. Norton's words are little 
stronger than those addressed by plus yEneas to his dam, "Hand 
tibi voltus mortalis, nee vox hominem sonat : 0, dea certe! " 

Any reader of Mrs. Eddy's books will admit the ease with 
which she turns about ; whether it be intelligent or consistent with 
logic and loyalty to unchanging rules is another matter. 

An apostle worthy of the name should have a somewhat ex- 
traordinary childhood, and Mrs. Eddy writes: 

"For some twelve months, when I was about eight years old, I 
repeatedly heard a voice calling me distinctly by name, three times in 
an ascending scale." 

Her mother persistently ignored this occurrence, until one day 
a cousin, Mehitable Huntoon, also heard the voice. Then Mrs. 
Baker told Mary of little Samuel and bade her answer when next 
she heard the voice, "Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth." The 
child obeyed; but the result was disappointing: 

"When the call came again I did answer, in the words of Samuel, 
but never again to material senses was that mysterious call audibly 
repeated." t 

Apparently the voice had nothing particular to say. 

At the age of twelve, Mary was admitted to the Congregation- 
alist Church, after much perturbation over the doctrine of uncon- 
ditional election or predestination, due to very creditable unwill- 

*Thus an alleged disciple writes: "Dear Mother: The most blessed of 
women! Oh, how I long to sit within range of your voice and hear the 
Truth that comes to you from on High! for none could speak such wondrous 
thoughts as have come from your pen, except it be 'the Spirit that speaketh 
In you.'" "Miscellaneous Writings," p. 415. 

Mrs. Eddy constantly applies the title to herself, for example: "I, for 
one, would be pleased to have the Christian Science Board of Directors 
itemize a bill of this church's gifts to Mother." "Miscellaneous Writings," 

tUnder the caption, " Voices not our own " ("Retrospection and Introspection," 
pp. 1&-18). 
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ingness to he saved if her brothers and sisters were to be damned. 

Her mental distress brought on fever, so the physician said; and 

her mother bade her seek God in prayer. Obedience this time 

brought an excellent result: 

"A soft glow of ineffable joy came over me, the fever was gone, and 
I arose and dressed myself In a normal condition of health. Mother 
saw this and was glad. The physician marvelled; and the 'horrible 
decree' of Predestination — as John Calvin rightly called his own tenet 
— forever lost its power over me."* 

Notwithstanding her refusal to accept Calvin's doctrine, the 
good pastor insisted that she had been "truly regenerated;" and 
she was received into the communion, of which she says: 

"My connection with this religious body was retained till 1 founded 
a church of my own, built on the basis of Christian Science, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner stone.'"* 

In telling of her Early Studies, f Mrs. Eddy accounts for her 
constant disregard of the once respected shade of Lindley Murray: 

"My father was taught that my brain was too large for my body, 
and so kept me much out of school, but I gained book-knowledge with 
far less labor than is usually requisite. At ten years of age I was as 
familiar with Lindley Murray's Grammar as I was with the West- 
minster Catechism; and the latter I had to repeat every Sunday. My 
favorite studies were Natural Philosophy, Logic and Moral Science. 
To my brother Albert I was indebted for lessons in the ancient tongues, 
Hebrew, Greek and Latin. My brother studied Hebrew during his college 
vacations. After my discovery of Christian Science, most of the knowledge 
I had gleaned from school books vanished like a dream." 

This unfortunate effect of Mrs. Eddy's discovery, apparent on 
almost every page of her writings, accounts for her early defence 
of her system against the charge of Pantheism upon the assump- 
tion that "the word Pantheism was derived from the sylvan God 
Pan," and also for her confusion of Gnosticism with Agnosticism. J 
These errors of mortal mind are quite understandable when we 
consider that the teacher, if she ever knew anything of history, 
religion, or philosophy, had forgotten all that she had learned from 

books. 

Miss Mary Moss Baker in 1843 married Col. George Washing- 
ton Glover, of South Carolina,§ of whom she says: 

"He was spared to me for only one brief year. He was in Wilming- 

*"Theological Reminiscences," "Retrospection and Introspection," pp. 
20-24. 

t" Retrospection and Introspection," p. 19. 
{May "Arena," p. 561. _ , iB „ .. 

§" Retrospection and Introspection, p. 24. 
VOL. CLXIX. — NO. 513. 13 
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ton, North Carolina, when the ^yellow fever raged In that city, and was 
suddenly attacked by this insidious disease, which in his case proved 
fatal."* 

This admission that "insidious disease" exists and can rage 
roust be a slip of the pen. We are all aware now that Disease and 
Death are only errors of mortal mind. 

Upon Col. Glover's death, his widow returned to New England, 
where a child was born who, at the age of four years, was sent away 
acd not seen by her again until, at the age of thirty-four, he visited 
her in Boston. Upon their separation she wrote the poem 
"Mother's Darling," of which she gives us only one verse: 

"Thy smile through tears, as sunshine o'er the sea, 
Awoke new beauty in the surge's roll! 
Oh, life is dead, bereft of all, with thee, — 
Star of my earthly hope, babe of my soul."t 

Mrs. Mary Moss Baker Glover contracted second nuptials with 
a gentleman whose name does not appear in "Retrospection and 
Introspection," although the event is this referred to: 

"My second marriage was very unfortunate, and from it I was 
compelled to ask for a bill of divorce, which was granted me in the 
city of Salem, Massachusetts. My dominant thought in marrying 
again was to get back my child. The disappointment which followed 
was terrible. His step-father was envious; and although George was 
a tender-hearted and manly boy, he hated him as much as I loved 
him." % 

Adherence to Mr. Murray's forgotten rules might have made 
clearer who hated whom; and it is certainly unfortunate that any- 
body hated any one; for hate, we are taught, is, like fear, a cause 
or form of disease. It appears, however, from a letter of the lady 
who is now Mrs. Eddy, written on March 7, 1883, to the Boston 
Post and quoted by Mr. Dresser§ that this second consort was 
Dr. Patterson, "a distinguished dentist" who, while his wife was 
away from home, undergoing Mr. Quimby's treatment, eloped 
"with a married woman from one of the wealthiest families." The 
distinction of the doctor and the wealth of the erring lady might 
seem to have been mentioned as softening the blow, were it not 
that, in reality, there was no blow to soften, as transpires from 
these words of the apparently deserted wife: 

"It is well to know, dear reader, that this bit of material history is 

«'• Retrospection and Introspection," p. 24. 
^'Retrospection and Introspection, "p. 26. 
J" Retrospection and Introspection," p. 27. 
6May "Arena," p. 6*5. 
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but the record of dreams, not of real existence, and the dream has no 
place in Christian Science. It is as 'a tale that is told', and as 'the 
shadow when it declineth.' "* 

Notwithstanding — perhaps, indeed on account of — this un- 
reality of marriage, Mrs. Mary Moss Baker Glover-Patterson, 
thirty-four years after her first alliance, and when somewhere 
about sixty years of age, as nearly as we can compute, entered upon 
a third, of which she says under the caption, "A True Man:"f 

"My last marriage was with Asa Gilbert Eddy, and was a blessed 
and spiritual union, solemnized at Lynn, Massachusetts, by the Kev. 
Samuel Barrett Stewart, in the year 1877. Dr. Eddy was the first stu- 
dent to publicly announce himself a Christian Scientist, and place these 
symbolic words on his office sign. He forsook all to follow in this line 
of light. He was the first organizer of a Christian Science Sunday- 
School, which he superintended. He also taught a special Bible-Class; 
and he lectured so ably on Scriptural topics that even ministers lis- 
tened to him with mingled surprise and approbation. He was remark- 
ably successful in Mind-healing, and untiring in his chosen work. In 
1882 he passed away, with a smile of peace and love resting on his 
serene countenance."^ 

To our natural instinct, this dealing with a lady's repeated 
dreams is distasteful. We lack sympathy with the common desire 
to pry into love affairs of the great. But when philosophers like 
Jean Jacques and Mrs. Eddy insist on taking us behind the veil, 
there is nothing for it but to drop our sandals and trot along. In- 
deed, unless we yielded our scruples in the present case, we should 
by excess of delicacy lose the "nexus" and be plunged into ob- 
scurity. This is Mrs. Eddy's avowed reason for relating these three 
"dreams" and shadows that declined: 

"Mere historic incidents and personal events are frivolous and of 
no moment, unless they illustrate the ethics of Truth. To this end, but 
only to this end, such narrations may be admissible and advisable; but 
if spiritual conclusions are separated from their premises, the nexus is 

•"Retrospection and Introspection," p. 27. 

t" Retrospection and Introspection, " p. 54. 

tit is said in the May Arena (p. 563): "The physic an who conducted the 
autopsy says that the death was the result of distinctly developed heart 
disease; but Mrs. Eddy declared that it was the result of arsenical P™oninO 
■mrnfaVv administered ! However that may be, it is true tnat i^nrisuan 
Science dldToT save Mr. Eddy; although, if we may believe these words of 
his wife it would havf saved fer. "When the mental malpracUce of poison- 
ing people was first undertaken by a mesmerist, to test that malpractice, I 
experimented by taking some large doses of morphine, to see i : Christian 
Science could not obviate its effect; and I say with tearful thanks, The 
drug na S no effect upon me whatever.' The hour has struck 'If they drink 
any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them. " "M scellaneous Writmgs topio 
"Falsehood," p. 249. This surpasses Caghostro's challenge to the i Empress 
Catherine's physician, who denounced him as a quack and his elixir as a humbug. 
Prepared sail Jagliostro, the most deadly poisons of which you ^ow airil wind* 
the same. I will take your poison and then swallow a dose of my antidote, xou 
shall take mine and save yourself as best yon can. 
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lost, and the argument, with its rightful conclusions, becomes cor- 
respondingly obscure."* 

In view of her concrete experiences, Mrs. Eddy's opinions upon 
marriage in the abstract become interesting. In reply to the 
question, "What do you think of marriage?" she answers: 

"That it is often convenient, sometimes pleasant, and occasionally 
a love affair. Marriage is susceptible of many definitions. It some- 
times presents the most wretched condition of human existence. To 
be normal it must be a union of the affections that tends to lift mortals 
bigher."t 

That her so-called "science" does not fully accord with the 
prevalent views of decent men she admits by replying in this man- 
ner to the question: "Is marriage nearer right than celibacy?" 

" Human knowledge inculcates that it is, while Science indicates 
tJiat it is not. But to force the consciousness of scientific being before 
it is understood is impossible, and believing otherwise would prevent 
scientific demonstration. . . . 

"Rights that are bargained away must not be retaken by the con- 
tractors, except by mutual consent. Human nature has bestowed on a 
wife the right to become a mother; but if the wife esteems not this 
privilege, by mutual consent, exalted and increased affections, she may 
win a higher. Science touches the conjugal question on the basis of a 
bill of rights. Can the bill of Conjugal Rights be fairly stated by a 
magistrate or by a minister ?''t 

The abolition of marriage she seems to consider possible, if not 
desirable, although not now practicable. 

"To abolish marriage at this period, and maintain morality and 
generation, would put ingenuity to ludicrous shifts, yet this is possible 
in Science, although it is to-day problematic. ''§ 

Quitting gladly these recitals of "personal events," that have 
given us "the nexus," we may turn to Mrs. Eddy's account of her 
priceless discovery that the study of Anatomy, Physiology and 
every branch of Medical Science, the practice of Medicine, accord- 
ing to any School, or of Animal Magnetism, Movement Cure, Clair- 
voyance, Mind Cure and Faith Cure, even the taking of exercise 
and observance of hygienic rules, are all wrong and harmful, 
Christian Science being the sole curative. || She says : 

"This discovery was so new,— the basis it laid down for physical and 
moral health was so hopelessly original, and men were so unfamiliar with 
the subject, that I did not venture upon its publication until later." 

'"Retrospection and Introspection," p. 28. 

1" Miscellaneous Writings," p. 52. 

J" Miscellaneous Writings," pp. 288.289. 

^'Miscellaneous Writings," p. 288. 

llSee North American Review for March for citations upon this point. 
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But eventually she published her first book, " The Science of Man," and 
she tells us that when " people were healed by simply reading it, the copy 
right was infringed. I entered a suit at law and my copyright was pro- 
tected."* 

Here we see that Mrs. Eddy's "Key to the Scriptures" does not 
interpret literally the command, "Give to him that asketh thee, 
and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away;" or 
the other, "And if any man will sue thee at the law and take away 
thy coat, let him have thy cloak also." She vociferously cries 
"copyright, copyright," lest her students or the Quimbyites nest, 
Bathylluslike, where she has builded. Fear is disease; yet in terror 
lest her own disciples filch her discovery, she sets up this scarecrow 
on her literary domain. 

" If you should print and publish your eopy of my works you would 
be liable to arrest for infringement of copyright, which the law defines 
and punishes as theft / . . . Tour manuscript copy is liable, in some 
way, to be printed as your original writings, thus incurring the pen- 
alty of the law, and increasing the record of theft in the United States 
Circuit Court." t 

Thus, while claiming supernatural knowledge of God's laws, 
Mrs. Eddy, to protect her pocketbook, grossly misstates the law of 
the land, under which infringement of copyright is not theft or 
punishable as crime. 

It was high time for some one to discover Mrs. Eddy's dis- 
covery; for she says with that modesty of which we are in quest: 

"Even the Scripture gave no direct interpretation of the Scientific 
basis for demonstrating the spiritual Principle of healing, until our 
Heavenly Father saw fit, through the 'Key to the Scriptures,' in 
'Science and Health,' to unlock this 'mystery of godliness.' " t 

This fear lest her copyright be infringed constantly haunts 
Mrs. Eddy. As late as June 4, 1899, in her address to the First 
Church at its annual communion, she says: "All published quota- 
tions from my works must have the author's name added to them; 
quotation marks are not sufficient. Borrowing from my copy- 
righted works without credit is inadmissible." § 

Unless she had found the key to this mystery no one-else could 
have done so: 

"It is often asked why Christian Science was revealed to me as one 
Intelligence analyzing, uncovering, and annihilating the false testimony 

•"First Publications," "Retrospection and Introspection," p. 47. 
t" Miscellaneous Writings," _p. 300. See also "Retrospection and Introspection," 
under the titles " The Precious Volume," pp. 49-51, and Plagiarism," p. 93. 
1" Retrospection and Introspection, p. 61. 
%N. Y. Times, June 5, 1899. 
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of the physical senses. . . . No one else can drain the cup which I have 
drunk to the dregs, as the discoverer and. teacher of Christian Science ; 
neither can its inspiration be gained without tasting the cup."* 

P. P. Quimby in particular, Mrs. Eddy says, could not have 
originated her system because : 

"No mortal could first have informed the human mind of what the 
mortal and carnal cannot discern." t 

That is to say, Mr. Quimby being mortal and carnal never 
could have discovered what Mrs. Eddy found out because of her 
immortality and uncarnality. But from this position, when it 
suits her purpose, she turns with "intelligent ease," and claimsfor 
herself health and other carnal attributes. Thus answering allega- 
tions that she was "sick, and unable to speak a loud word," Mrs. 
Eddy says: 

"Lecturing, writing, preaching, teaching, etc., give fair proof that 
my shadow is not growing less and substance is taking larger propor- 
tions, "t 

This boast puts her in a "parlous" state under her own defi- 
nitions: 

"The physical senses or sensuous nature I called error and shadow. 
Soul I denominated substance because soul alone is truly substantial." § 

Having discovered Christian Science, it next became necessary 
to exploit the discovery and Mrs. Eddy went about the task sys- 
tematically. 

"In 1867 I introduced the first purely metaphysical system of heal- 
ing since the Apostolic days. I begun by teaching one student 
Christian Science Mind-healing. From this seed grew the Massachu- 
setts Metaphysical College in Boston, chartered in 1881. No charter 
was granted for similar purposes after 1883. It is the only College 
hitherto for teaching the pathology of spiritual power, alias the Science of 
Mind-healing."l| 

She does not recite her charter or its purpose; and what she 
omits to say is often more significant than what she says. But 
the records of the Commonwealth contain the instrument, which 
does not mention either Christian Science or any new discovery, 
but simply incorporates a College for the purpose of "teaching 
patholog} r , ontology, therapeutics, moral science, metaphysics and 
their adaptation to the treatment of disease." This charter was 

•"Retrospection and Introspection," pp. 38-39. 
f'Retrospection and Introspection," p. 44. 
^'Miscellaneous Writings," p. 238. 
§" Retrospection and Introspection," p. 90. 
II" Retrospection and Introspection," p. 55. 
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granted under an Act concerning Associations for Keligious, Charit- 
able, Educational and other purposes,* under which were organ- 
ized four other colleges mentioned in the Fifth Annual Eeport of 
the Illinois Board of Healthf as fraudulent. This Act was sub- 
sequently merged into Chapter 115 of the Public Statutes. Owing 
to the shameless manufacture and sale of diplomas, the so-called 
"anti-diploma law" was enacted in 1883, % prohibiting societies or- 
ganized for medical purposes under that statute from conferring 
degrees or issuing diplomas, unless specially authorized by the 
Legislature so to do. Conferment of degrees in violation of this 
law was made punishable by a fine of not less than $500 nor more 
than $1,000; and here would seem to be sufficient explanation of 
the facts that "no charter was granted for similar purposes after 
1883," and that Mrs. Eddy came in the end, as we shall see pres- 
ently, to entertain "conscientious scruples about diplomas." 

Mrs. Eddy's institution, if we may believe her, prospered mar- 
vellously. Its course was short, its faculty small, its tuition fees 
greater than those of Harvard, Yale or Columbia. Its instruc- 
tion was contained in one text book. Its classes were only three 
in number, the primary, the normal and the obstetric. Mrs. Eddy 
seems to have taught them all; and why not, since one principle 
applies to all cases, whether of fevers, wounds, difficult labors or 
any other forms of error in mortal mind? So far as appears from 
"Eetrospection and Introspection," the only other teachers were 
her last husband, Asa 6. Eddy, who taught two terms, her adopted 
son, Ebenezer J. Foster Eddy,§ who taught one term, and a mili- 
tary gentleman, of whom she says: 

"General Erastus N. Bates taught one primary class in 1889, after 
which I judged it best to close the institution. "J 

It made no particular difference in what class students studied. 
The primary instruction was all sufficient, and even that was un- 
necessary; for Mrs. Eddy expressly says: 

"A Primary class student richly imbued with the spirit of Christ, 
is a better healer and teacher than a Normal class student who par- 
takes less of His love. Having received my instructions in the 
Primary class and afterwards studied thoroughly 'Science and Health,' 

•Ch. 375, Acts 1874; embodied later in Ch. 115, Public Statutes. 

tExcelsior, Bellevue, Medical Department of American University of 
Boston, First Medical College of American Health Society. 

J Act June 30, 1883.— Dr. Booth in 1893 was sent to prison for selling in New 
York the Excelsior's diplomas. 

§This gentleman, according to the Arena, has renounced both Mrs. Eddy's 
name and her nonsense. 

f'College and Church," "Retrospection and Introspection," p. 55. 
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the student should not hesitate to enter upon this privileged Gospel 
work, and so fulfil the command of Christ. Tea, an apt Bible scholar 
and a consecrated Christian by deeply dipping into my last revised 
'Science and Health,' may even enter this field of labor without any 
personal instruction,— Z>e»e/ic£aMi/ to himself and the race."* 

The curriculum consisted of only twelve lessons, lasting half a 
day each and extending over three weeks. The tuition fee was 
three hundred dollars. Mrs. Eddy admits that she was staggered 
when this sum suggested itself to her. But God, notwithstand- 
ing her unselfishness, led her to try the experiment and it succeed- 
ed. We are not burlesquing; that is impossible; her own words 
fairly travesty burlesque. 

"When God impelled me to set a' price on my instruction in Chris- 
tian Science Mind-healing, I could think of no financial equivalent for 
an importation of a knowledge of that divine power which heals ; but I 
was led to name three hundred dollars as the price for each pupil in one 
course of lessons at my college, — a startling sum for tuition lasting barely 
three weeks. This amount greatly troubled me. I shrank from asking it, 
but was finally led, by a strange Providence, to accept this fee. 

"God has since shown me, in multitudinous ways, the wisdom of 
this decision; and I beg disinterested people to ask my loyal students 
if they consider three hundred dollars any real equivalent for my in- 
struction during twelve half days or even in half as many lessons. 
Nevertheless, my list of indigent charity scholars is very large, and I 
have had as many as seventeen in one class." t 

Why should her "students" have grumbled at the price? 
Reputable medical colleges require their students to study for 
years before conferring degrees upon them. They also require of 
them, before admission, preliminary education. Most of the States 
forbid unlicensed persons to practice medicine, and some exact a 
State examination of medical graduates as prerequisite to license. 
But here was a school pretending to teach, under the guise of re- 
ligion, an infallible method of cure to any one able to read a single 
book of nonsense. The head of the college, having avowed that, 
by the very operation of her new discovery, she had forgotten what 
little she had learned from books, naturally required no prelimi- 
nary education of her disciples. On the contrary, she expressly 
discouraged it, as appears from this question and answer: 

"What can prospective students of the College take for preliminary 
studies? Do you regard the study of literature and languages as 
objectionable? 

"Persons contemplating a course at the Massachusetts Metaphysi- 
cal College, can prepare for it through no books except the Bible and 

•"College Closed," "Retrospection and Introspection," p. 60-61. 
♦"Retrospection and Introspection," p. 64. 
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'Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures.' Man-made theories 
are narrow, else extravagant, and always materialistic."* 

Again she says: 

"I recommend students not to read so-called scientific works, an- 
tagonistic to Christian Science, which advocate materialistic systems; 
because such works and words becloud the right sense of Metaphysical 
Science."t 

Having thus impressed the duty of ignorance upon her dis- 
ciples, she dubbed them, within three weeks or less, in considera- 
tion of the fee of $300, doctors of Christian Science, and bade 
them treat all diseases. The price was cheap enough. Buchanan's 
notorious college offered no easier terms; and it was not strange 
if the college prospered; but Mrs. Eddy probably does not under- 
estimate its prosperity when she says that just before its dissolu- 
tion, 300 students were clamoring for admission. Assume this to 
be true, then, at $300 each, these " students " would have paid 
$90,000 for twelve half -days' instruction, or $7,500 a half-day! 
Why was this Golconda closed ? From unselfishness and con- 
scientious scruples about diplomas! 

"The apprehension of what has been, and must be, the final out- 
come of material organization, which wars with Love's spiritual com- 
pact, caused me to dread the unprecedented, popularity of my College. 
Students from all over our Continent and from Europe were flooding 
the school. At this time there were over three hundred applications 
from students desiring to enter the college, and applicants were rapidly 
increasing. Example had shown the dangers arising from being placed 
on earthly pinnacles. Even goodness shuns whatever involves material 
means for the promotion of spiritual ends. 

"In view of all this, a meeting was called of the Board of Directors 
of my college, who, being informed of my intention, unanimously voted 
that the school be discontinued. . . . 

"The Massachusetts Metaphysical College drew its breath from me, 
but I was yearning for retirement. The question was, "Who else could 
sustain this institute, under all that was aimed at its vital purpose, the 
establishment of genuine Christian Science Healing. My eonseienttous 
scruples about diplomas, the recent experience of the church fresh in 
my thoughts, and the growing conviction that every one should build 
on his own foundation, subject to the one builder and maker, God,— all 
these considerations moved me to close my flourishing school.!" 

Does not this explanation over-tax credulity? Was any other 
college ever closed because of its "unprecedented popularity?" 
Was it the anti-diploma law that was "aimed at its vital purpose?" 
Why is it, too, that notwithstanding these "conscientious scruples 

•"Miscellaneous Writings, " p. 64. 

f'Admonltion," "Retrospection and Introspection, p. 95. 

{"Retrospection and Introspection.pp. 60-61. 
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about diplomas" a great number of persons, male and female, still 
tack to their names the symbolic letters "C. S." and "C. S. D." re- 
cently acquired, upon what authority it is hard to say, unles it be 
the right of any free-born citizen, in the absence of prohibitory 
legislation, to assume any title that strikes the fancy and appropri- 
ate all the "symbolic letters" of the alphabet? Having thus fully 
equipped her pupils, Mrs. Eddy encouraged them to settle down 
in great cities, not alone for the glory of God, but for this practical 
reason: 

"The population of our principal cities is ample to supply many- 
practitioners, teachers and preachers with work."* 

And in order that they might "enter this field of labor bene- 
ficially to themselves," the shrewd Mother thus taught: 

" Christian Science demonstrates that the patient who pays whatever 
he is able to pay for being healed is more apt to recover than he who with- 
holds a slight equivalent for health.'^ 

And yet these people deny in Court, when arraigned for un- 
lawful practice of medicines and manslaughter, that they demand 
fees for their services ! 

When was so sordid a doctrine ever preached by medical men? 
What standing would a physician have who should teach that the 
cure depends upon the fee? Is this preachment inspired by God 
or Mammon, by Unselfishness or Greed? Whatever its inspira- 
tion, it has been so well lived up to that its "discoverer" proudly 
exclaims: 

"In the early history of Christian Science, among my thousands of 
students few were wealthy. Now Christian Scientists are not indigent; 
and their comfortable fortunes are acquired by healing mankind, morally, 
physically, spiritually. "t 

With one or two more quotations to illustrate the divine ele- 
gance and grace, of which Mr. Norton speaks, and the method by 
which the new system of healing is advertised, we may leave be- 
hind us very cheerfully Mrs. Eddy and all her works. The "Mis- 
cellaneous Writings" are made up in about equal proportions of 
answers to questions, letters and essays, doggerel rhymes and ad- 
vertising certificates; one or two excerpts will illustrate the au- 
thor's facility in each department of her work. To one who asks: 
"Has Mrs. Eddy lost her power to heal?" she replies modestly: 

•"Admonition," "Retrospection and Introspection," p. 102. 

1" Miscellaneous Writings," pp. 300-301. 
JPreface to "Miscellaneous Writings," p. vii. 
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"Has the sun forgotten to shine and the planets to revolve around 
it? Who is it that discovered, demonstrated and teaches Christian 
Science? That one, whoever it be, does understand something of what 
cannot be lost."* 

To the pertinent question: "How does Mrs. Eddy know that 
she has read and studied correctly if one must deny the evidences 
of the senses; she had to use her eyes to read?" She answers: 

"Having eyes ye see not! I read the inspired page through a 
higher than mortal sense. As matter, the eye cannot see; and as mortal 
mind it is a belief that sees. I may read the Scriptures through a belief of 
eyesight, but I must spiritually understand them to interpret their 
science.''t 

Comment upon this would gild refined gold. 

Another answer we quote with hesitation, and only because it 
is thoroughly typical. We fear that ordinary mortal minds will 
find it not divinely graceful and elegant but rather vulgar and 
grossly irreverent, offensive to good taste and shocking to piety. 

"Are both prayer and drugs necessary to heal?" says the in- 
terlocutor, and Mrs. Eddy replies : "It is difficult to say how 
much one can do for himself, whose faith is divided between 
Catnip and Christ; but not so difficult to know that if he were to 
serve one master he could do vastly more."% 

Mrs. Eddy's rhetorical flowers are of the gayest, and would 
have delighted Mrs. Malaprop. One of the most "hopelessly or- 
iginal" occurs in a warning against Animal Magnetism, the spec- 
ialty of P. P. Quimby, but now considered by Mrs. Eddy, his late 
patient, to be the "chief delusion," of which the "honest Chris- 
tion Scientist" must rid himself before he can heal: 

" For it is a Delilah who would lead him into the toils of the enemy, 
where Cerberus (the apt symbol of Animal Magnetism) waits to devour the 
self-deceived."^ 

Against Delilah and Cerberus thus conspiring, one would be 
justified in combining with "an allegory from the banks of the 
Nile." She delights in original martial similes, possibly from 
association with Gen. Erastus N. Bates. Thus she- says: 

"As the pioneer of Christian Science I stood alone in this conflict, 
endeavoring to smite error with the falchion of Truth. The rare be- 
quests of Christian Science are costly, and they have won fields of 
battle from which the dainty borrower would have fled."J 

♦"Miscellaneous Writings," p. 54. 
f'Miscellaneous Writings," p. 58. 
{"Miscellaneous Writings/' pp. 51, 52. 
3"Retrospection and Introspection, p. 73. 
D" Retrospection and Introspection,' p. 28. 
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This enlistment of "bequests" in active service is more novel 
than Christian Science itself. In view of their cost and courage 
they seem to be a sort of Hessians. Again she writes: 

"With armor on, I eontinue the march, command and counter- 
command, meanwhile interluding with loving thought this afterpiece of 
battle. Supported, cheered, I take my pen and pruning-hook, to 'learn 
war no more,' and with strong wing to lift my readers above the 
smoke of conflict into light and liberty."* 

Why should she persist in marching, fully armed, commanding 
and counter-commanding " with intelligent ease," if the battle 
is over? If it is still on, why interlude its afterpiece, grasp pen 
and pruning hook and, at the same time, lift readers on a strong 
wing? It is all sadly puzzling. 

Criticism of Mrs. Eddy's poetry we shall not again venture 
upon. The March Beview timidly suggested that, in rhyming 
'"debris" with "unweary," "ween" with "dream," "now thus" 
with "hails us," and "deep" with "complete," the gifted author, 
while showing great boldness and originality, had departed from 
ordinary rhyming conventions. But this position was demolished 
by a shot from the Christian Science Sentinel, of April 20th. 

"His condemnations are exactly like those usually applied to 
Browning in regard to rhyme and meaning, but no mother will find 
fault with the following couplet from 'The Mother's Evening Prayer': 

" 'Thou love that guards the nestling's faltering flight! 

Keep thou my child on upward wing to-night.' " 

We frankly admit that no mother would find fault with that 
couplet — unless she knew how to parse simple English sentences; 
and we despair of answering the argument that because Brown- 
ing nods doggerel is poetry. 

But however obscure Mrs. Eddy may be in her poetry and 
controversial writings, she adopts, in that part of "Miscellaneous 
Writings" devoted to advertising her business, a clear style so 
remarkably like that of another famous lady of Lynn that it has 
caused her to be called "the Lydia Pinkham of the Soul." The 
certificates of cures about to be quoted are included in Mrs. Eddy's 
"copyrighted" works; and we assume this to indicate authorship, 
for one as scrupulous as she on this point would scarcely copy- 
right the productions of others. 

J. B. H. writes: 

"I am glad to tell you how I was healed. Beliefs of consumption, 
•Preface to "Miscellaneous Writings." p. x. 
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dyspepsia, neuralgia, piles, tobacco, and bad language held me in bond- 
age for many years. Doctors that were consulted did nothing to re- 
lieve me, and I constantly grew worse. Nearly two years ago a lady 
told me that if I would read a book called "Science and Health With 
Key to the Scriptures," I would be healed. I told her I would 'go into 
it for all it was worth,' and I have found that it is worth all. I got 
the book, and read day and night: I saw that it must be true, and be- 
lieved that what I could not then understand would be made clear 
later. 

"After some days' reading I was affected with drowsiness followed 
by vomiting. This lasted several hours; when I fell into a sleep, and 
awoke healed."* 

Here is a letter bubbling with unconscious humor. It pur- 
ports to come from a gentleman who owes his life to Mrs. Eddy's 
book, yet fears to imperil his health by visiting the author. 

"Dear Madam: May I thank you for your book, 'Science and 
Health "With Key to the Scriptures,' and say how much I owe to it— 
almost my very life — at a most critical time. . . . 

"If it were not for the heat of your American summers (I had nine 
attacks of dysentery in the last one), and the expense, I should dearly 
like to learn from you personally; but I must forego this, — at any rate, 
for the present. If you would write me what the cost would be for a 
course on Divine Metaphysics, I would try to manage it later on. 

"Meanwhile, I should be grateful if you would refer me to any one 
in this country -who is interested similarly, for I get more kicks than 
halfpence in discussing it. 

"Your obliged friend, 

"(Rev.) I. G. W. Bishop. 
"Bovington Vicarage, 

"Hemel Hempstead, Herts, Bngland.'t 

K. L. H. recites this remarkable and instantaneous cure of a 
child by a few pages of "Science and Health." 

"A dear little six-year-old boy of my acquaintance was invited by 
his teacher, with the rest of his class in Kindergarten School, to attend 
a picnic one afternoon. He did not feel that he wanted to go; seemed 
dumpish, and, according to mortal belief, was not well; at noon, he 
said he wanted to go to sleep. 

"His mother took him in her lap and began to read to him from 
'Science and Health, With Key to the Scriptures.' Very soon he ex- 
pressed a wish to go to the picnic and did go.'^X 

We have thus given overabundantly and tediously, perhaps, 
sufficient citations in Mrs. Eddy's own words to enable any in- 
telligent person to judge whether he is willing to accept her intel- 
lectual and spiritual leadership, or to believe that God waited 
nineteen hundred years for her to illuminate, by such jargon as 

""Miscellaneous Writings," p. 405. 
t" Miscellaneous Writings." p. 408. 
t" Miscellaneous Writings," p. 444. 
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"Science and Health," the teachings of Christ, which, she bluntly 
says, could not have been apprehended from the Scriptures alone 
prior to the publication of her "Key." It is with a sense of in- 
tellectual humiliation that we have dealt with these dreary and 
vulgar banalities. The excuse for so doing is found, however, in 
such incidents as occurred in the City of New York on Sunday, 
the 28th day of May, when the Metropolitan Opera House was 
filled with an audience, certainly of average intelligence, to hear 
the lecturer already referred to, Mr. Carol Norton, introduced by 
a gentleman holding judicial office in the State, who declared that 
legislation directed against Christian Science would infringe upon 
the constitutional right to religious liberty. While a great num- 
ber in that audience were animated by mere curiosity, undoubted- 
ly many accepted in good faith Mrs. Eddy's claim to have dis- 
covered a new religious truth capable of healing disease in mar- 
velous fashion. It is because we cannot bring ourselves to be- 
lieve that such persons appreciate the character of their teacher 
or the nature of her pretences that we have been willing to re- 
produce her own account of her life and her methods. 

With those who can accept as divinely inspired the absurdities, 
solecisms and incoherencies of Mrs. Eddy, and who think to ex- 
plain them by saying that obscurities and errors are to be found 
in works of the great writers, there can be no argument. "In- 
telligent ease" in shifting premises precludes discussion. How 
could the Bishop argue with the genial madman who, after in- 
troducing himself as George Washington, said a few moments 
later that he was Napoleon Bonaparte? "But," said the Bishop, 
"a moment ago you were Washington." "So I was," said 
the bedlamite with "intelligent ease," "but by another mother." 
It is entirely possible, however, to state the case against this pseudo 
philosophy convincingly to those who are interested in it because 
of its alleged miraculous cures. 

First. As a mere religious or philosophic theory, Christian 
Science never would have had any vogue. Its fascination lies in 
its pretended cures. No one suggests taking action to restrain it 
as a form of worship. The most that has been suggested in re- 
gard to it has been that its ignorant votaries should not be allow- 
ed to trifle with the life and health of adults, children and the 
entire community, by assuming the treatment of all classes of dis- 
ease, including surgical cases and contagious and infectious mal- 
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adies. To say that it is infringement of religious liberty to re- 
quire the same skill and knowledge of Christian Scientists, en- 
gaging in the business of curing the sick for hire, as is required 
of Presbyterians or Catholics in the same business shows ignorance 
of the constitutional doctrine of the Mormon cases, or careless- 
ness of statement, or such wilfull misstatement as Mrs. Eddy per- 
sonally was guilty of when she said that infringement of copy- 
right is theft, punishable criminally. 

Second. Christian Science has no healing power peculiar to 
itself, as distinguished from faith cure or any other method of 
diverting the mind from the ills of the body. If it had such di- 
vine power, its application would be universal; it would be ef- 
fective in surgery as in physic. Mrs. Eddy pretends that this uni- 
versal applicability exists; but, in admitting that for the present 
"it is better to leave the adjustment, of broken bones and disloca- 
tions to the fingers of surgeons,"* she confesses the falsity of 
her treatment and the impotence of her method. Mr. Norton has 
recently shown the same lack of faith and of ability to match 
promise with performance. Having offered to give medical proof 
of cures of cancer, locomotor ataxia, etc., he was asked to name 
the diagnostician and describe the treatment, the precautions to 
exclude other factors of cure, and the patients' present condition. 
He produced in fact no testimony of evidential force to trained 
minds, but only certificates of Christian Scientists similar in kind 
and value to the "puffs" above quoted from "Miscellaneous Writ- 
ings." He was asked how he would treat these cases of emerg- 
ency: a cranial wound caused by a falling brick; strangulation of 
a child from swallowing a fish bone; exposure of a child to con- 
fluent small-pox; severing of a child's artery by a cable car acci- 
dent; fracture of a baby's skull by a fall. He was also asked if 
in curing cancers he made differential diagnosis between them, 
boils, carbuncles, etc. Lest he be misquoted his written words are 
given: 

"I make no diagnosis except along the lines of consistent mental 
therapeutics. An expert in mental therapeutics will naturally know 
the character of this diagnosis. Discord is discord. Pain is pain. 
Disease is disease. The principle that cures one if rightly applied, will 
cure all. This is the beginning and end of rational mental healing. In 
relation to mental treatment for a severed artery, I said simply that / 
believed the proper application of Mind power would do the same 
work, if not better, than any other method. I beg that you quote me 

♦North American Review, March, 1899, p. 356. 
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correctly, if you ever quote me, and I most thoroughly disagree with 
the understanding you got about diagnosis. In reply to the list of 
questions that you wrote to me in a recent letter, I have but to repeat 
my recent utterances in a letter to you, that J prefer to shelve them, 
because to answer them would bring about wholly indifferent results." 

The italics are his and ours. To say that Christian Science is 
efficacious if rightly or properly applied leaves open a wide door. 
To shelve the other questions confesses inability to answer them 
without making fatal admissions. To say "Pain is pain. Dis- 
ease is disease" flatly contradicts Mrs. Eddy.* 

Third. Why is it then that Christian Science is credited with 
these marvellous cures, if its foremost professors cannot bring 
forward any better proofs of them than are afforded by certificates 
no better in manner and degree than those accompanying every 
quack nostrum that is advertised. The explanation is simple. In 
perhaps the majority of cases to which physicians are called, noth- 
ing more is needed than regimen and the mental stimulus that 
comes to the patient with knowledge that he is under skilled care. 
If a physician falls ill, he calls another to attend him, chiefly for 
the sake of this mental stimulus and to eliminate the personal fac- 
tor. Drugs and surgical appliances may be needed in only a small 
proportion of cases; but, like a revolver in Texas, they are needed 
greatly when the occasion arises. Many diseases are self limited, 
many are feigned, or due to a fixed idea which may operate even in 
surgery, as when a patient, under the erroneous impression that his 
leg is broken, unconsciously inhibits muscular action and is un- 
able to put foot to the ground, until dispossessed of the inhibitory 
idea by mechanical devices or any method, even Christian Science, 
changing the mental attitude. In all such cases, whatever re- 
moves the mental tension may be beneficial. Many patients 
would get well without any attendance at all. To take an 
illustration: Child-birth, in which Christian Scientists profess 
great success, is not a disease, but the operation of a normal func- 
tion. In the absence of complications, attendance is not neces- 
sary although it may be desirable. But in the presence of certain 
complications, the very highest skill is necessary to save life. Will 
any sane person say that, because in the vast majority of cases chil- 
dren may be brought into the world safely under the attendance of 
a Christian Scientist, such a person is to be pardoned who under- 
takes such a complication as that of placenta praevia with neither 

•Space is lacking to exhibit the correspondence in detail. It appears 
more fully in the N. T, Bun of June 9, 1899. 
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medical skill nor knowledge? Will any parent be willing, in case a 
child's artery is severed, to call a Christian Scientist rather than a 
surgeon? Upon the answers to these questions depends the ac- 
ceptance by reasoning persons of Mrs. Eddy's theory and claim 
that her followers can cure all forms of human maladies and in- 
juries, and that they should be allowed to treat medical and sur- 
gical cases without the responsibility for malpractice that rests 
upon medical men. 

We devoutly believe that Mrs. Eddy is an instrument in the 
hands of God, not for the healing of the nations, but to humble us 
intellectually by showing that, at the end of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, professedly intelligent persons can be as easily duped by 
her as their forbears were by Cagliostro at the close of the 
eighteenth. 

W. A. PtJBHINGTON. 
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